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Industrial Revolution
Unit 02, Class 08

Purpose: Was the Industrial 
Revolution a blessing or a curse?worldHistory20

13
-2

01
4

Name: ___________________________

Part One: Common Assessment Introduction
The Industrial Revolution shifted economies from being largely rural cottage industries to urban and 
factory based.  With this change came an influx of people to the cities, now plagued with over population, 
crime, poverty and pollution.  At the same time, the Industrial Revolution brought great innovation: new 
technologies were developed, more complex economies created and great wealth earned. Did the bene-
fits of this change outweigh the costs?

Part Two: Topic Choices
Technological changes

Medical advanceMenTs

FacTory liFe

liFe in The ciTies

FacTory owners

liFe For The lower class

liFe For The Middle class

liFe For The Upper class

child labor

changes in agricUlTUre

Part Three: Groups
groUp one

Crichton, Sabrina
Fye-Moore, Miles

Gupta, Ramit
Munsch, Christopher

groUp Two

Golbin, Samuel
Harris, Dominique

Mandloi, Shreya
Nandimandalam, Pranav

groUp Three

Kandasamy, Anupama
Laflin, Jacob

Mudambi, Aishwarya
Trenfield, Marcus

Tuchscherer, Nyakeh

groUp FoUr

DiCindio, Christina
Moreno, Martin
Oliveira, Alanis

Rzempoluch, Kacper

groUp Five

Govindhan, Anirudh
Kaniga, Nifa

Massoud, Stephanie
Ranasinghe, Shehara

groUp six

Gadkari, Ishaa
Lee, Jihong

Yuen, Brandon
Zarkova, Natali
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Part Three: Presentation Instructions
You will work in a group to select an aspect of the industrial revolution.  You must research this topic 
and formulate a persuasive PowerPoint presentation with the following items:

1. Explain the background of topic.  What was life like before the Industrial Revolu-
tion?  How did the Industrial Revolution change things? 

2. Present your thesis & your arguments (or: With regard to your topic, was the In-
dustrial Revolution a blessing or a curse?). Present three arguments that prove your 
thesis.  Support your arguments with factual evidence from your research and ex-
plain how this factual evidence proves that with regard to your topic, the industrial 
revolution was either a blessing or a curse.

3. Acknowledge your dissenters.  Present one argument that someone might make 
as to why your thesis is wrong. For example, if you chose to argue that with regard 
to child labor, the industrial revolution was a blessing, your concession might be 
something like “Some people might state that the Industrial Revolution was a curse 
because child labor robbed youngsters of their childhoods.”  

4. Present your Rebuttal. Why is your dissenters’ argument wrong?  Present at least 
one piece of new factual evidence that disproves this argument. Using the example 
above, your rebuttal might be something like “However, that is not a good argument 
because although children worked outside the home, they were often proud of the 
fact that they earned an income that was used to help their family.”

5. Sum up your arguments. Leave the audience with a lasting impression that you 
have proved your thesis.  

6. Your presentation should also include: relevant pictures, some (but not all) of the 
information you are presenting in text.

7. Your presentation skills: Just having great info is one step towards being persua-
sive.  In order to be truly convincing you need to look and act like you know what 
you’re talking about! Your presentation should be rehearsed (this is NOT the time 
to wing it!) and you should speak confidently on your topic. You should dress pro-
fessionally on the day of your presentation.

Type:
48 pt. font 
minimum

Pictures:
two max
 per page

Animation:
one style per 

page

PowerPoint Format
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Part Five: Presentation Dates


